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the process bird banding and collecting birds for 
museums, many interesting insects can obtained. There 
are four groups insects that frequent birds. Two belong 
the Diptera, flies, one the Hemiptera, true bugs, and 
the other the order Mallophaga, bird lice. Among the 
flies most frequently observed are several species belonging 
the family and popularly known bird flies 
forest flies. Species the genus Lipoptena have wings 
first and live birds, but later they migrate deer and lose 
their wings. wingless species (Melophagus ovinus) infests 
sheep and known the This family represents 
highly specialized group known Pupipara, named 
account their remarkable method reproduction. The 
single egg hatches the body the parent and there develops 
into peculiar larva, nourished not the imbibed blood, but 
milky secretion from the mother. This method repro- 
duction admits great increase, and with the decrease 
the number birds, these flies will also diminish numbers. 
The flies live sucking blood from their hosts, and, abun- 
dant, might prove serious menace. There also danger 
their carrying diseases that might prevalent among 
certain species birds. The occurrence the same species 
fly upon non-migratory birds confined both the tropical and 
boreal regions would indicate that they are transmitted from 
one the other the migratory species. 

The habit these flies darting quickly from bird after 
shot and the warmth begins leave the body, added 
the difficulty catching them owing their rapid flight, 
accounts for few being taken ornithologists and taxi- 
dermists. Since number ornithologists have taken 
banding, the species frequenting song-birds have been 
more generally taken, and from number birds 
viously known the hosts these flies. Mr. Charles 
Whittle has adopted excellent plan banding his birds 
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inclosure behind window, against which the flies would 
fly when they happen leave the bird. this way has 
captured great many from the Song and Chipping Sparrows. 

The common bird fly Speiser), 
(O. pallida, Say), closely allied the European avicularia, 
Linn) fact some authors have united the two. was first 
recorded Thomas Say from the Bluebird 
that time has been taken the Bobolink, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Hermit Thrush, Catbird, Canada Jay, American 
Crossbill, Slate-colored Junco, Savannah Sparrow, Song Spar- 
row, Chipping Sparrow, Towhee, Downy Woodpecker, and 
Brown Thrasher. There are probably other birds that serve 
the host this fly. 

The little (Ornithoica confluenta, Say), (original 
spelling, emended some authors confluens), widely 
distributed but less common than the preceding Say 
recorded from the Snowy Heron 1823. New England 
has been taken the Canada Jay, Crow, and Song Sparrow. 

The owl fly (Ornithoponus americanus, Leach) infests the 
following species owls and hawks: Great Horned Owl, 
Barn Owl, Long-eared Owl, Barred Owl, Screech Owl, Red- 
shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, and 
Pigeon Hawk. has also been taken the Ruffed Grouse. 
Its occurrence the grouse seems accidental, but the 
possibility its carrying disease from the Raptores the 
grouse credible, ‘pointed out Dr. Alfred Gross 
The Auk, Vol. (n. ser.) 481, 1925 

The Heron fly (Ornithoponus albipennis, Say) 
recorded from the Great Blue Heron, Little Blue Heron, 
Black-crowned Night Heron, White Heron, American Bittern, 
and Least Bittern. There but one New England record. 

The osprey fly (Olfersia fumipennis, Sahlberg) quite 
common the Fish Hawk, Osprey. has also been 
recorded from the Bald Eagle and Loon. 


(Ornithoctona erythrocephala, Leach) has been taken only 
the migratory hawks and herons. Most the records for this 
fly are from tropical America, but has been taken Metis, 
Quebec, the Pigeon Hawk and near Montreal the 
American Bittern. 

The second group flies consists those having blood- 
sucking Protocalliphora, formerly the family 
but now placed with the blue-bottle flies the 
family There are two (perhaps three) species 
New England infesting nestling birds. 
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(Protocalliphora splendida, Macq.) the flies represent remark- 
able case sexual dichromatism, some the forms having 
been confused with the European species (P. azurea and 
chrysorrhea). splendida has three marked color varieties. 
The species based the blackish female with the apical 
segment the abdomen brassy; the dark shining blue female 
represents the variety sialia; and those bronzy color, the 
variety aenea. The larve usually hide the nest during the 
day, coming forth night suck blood from the nestling 
birds. They are known infest the following species birds 
the eastern United States: Bluebird, Robin, Brown Thrasher, 
Crow, and Tree Swallow, the Bluebird apparently being the 
most commonly infested. The writer would very glad 
receive the maggots this species. They should sent 
tin wooden box, packed damp moss. 


The second species, hirudo var. cuprea, D., was raised 
from maggots taken from the neck sparrow near Middle. 
boro, Mass., Pfeil; the maggots pupated August 3d, 
the imago appearing August 12, 1924. This the only New 
England record for this species. The type was reared from 
pupa nest the Western Robin, Seattle, Washington. 


The third group represented the chimney-swift bug 
(Oeciacus vicarius, Horv.) closely allied the bed-bug, and 
infests the nests Chimney Swifts. not apparently 
common, but this may due lack special search. Changes 
the way building chimneys, which will undoubtedly 
lessen the number Swifts, will also diminish this insect. 
There are but three records for the species New England. 

The fourth group comprises the bird lice, Mallophaga. 
These differ from the true lice having biting mouth-parts, 
feeding feathers, epidermal scales, excretions the body 
their hosts. free themselves from those insects that 
birds take There are probably about one 
hundred species bird lice New England, infesting nearly 
all the species birds. Several genera and species often 
frequent one species family birds. About ten species are 
found the Plovers and Sandpipers, and from four six 

the Gul's, Owls, Hawks, Quail, Blackbirds, 
and The best method preserving these 
vials aleohol, keeping each species separate vial labelled 
with the name the bird from which was taken. 
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HERRING GULLS AND LEACH’S PETRELS 
FRANCIS ALLEN 


Dr. TOWNSEND and did little banding 
Matinicus, Maine, August this year, and though the 
number birds banded was not large the experience was 
interest other banders. Besides few young Spotted 
little downy creatures that required 
some agility catch,—a single fledgling Savannah Sparrow, 
and adult Barn Swallow, the banded birds were sixty-one 
young Herring Gulls and fourteen Leach’s Petrels, two 
which were adults and twelve downy young. 

Most the Herring Gulls banded were Ten Pound 
Island, small rocky island lying between Matinicus and 
Ragged Island (Criehaven) and about mile from the harbor 
Matinicus. The island, which said have been named 
from the discovery upon ten-pound cannon-ball, 
covered, where the ledge does not protude, with luxuriant 
growth grasses and weeds, among which yarrow the most 
conspicuous flower, though few beautiful patches harebell 
are more attractive the visitor August. There are also 
abundance raspberry bushes and few scattering dead and 
dying spruces. This Ten Pound colony now much the 
largest colony Herring Gulls the immediate neighborhood 
Matinicus, though the birds nest smaller numbers 
Man’s Land, which was one time the most southerly 
breeding-ground the species, and several other smaller 
islands near by. Here Ten Pound, other similar 
locations, the Gulls nest covenient places among the rocks 
and also hidden very effectually the weeds and raspberry 
bushes. was here among the weeds and bushes that 
found most the young Gulls hiding. Some them were 
fully fledged the time our visit, August 5th, while others 
were somewhat downy, few having the speckled downy heads 
the very young birds, though otherwise well into the 
first plumage. Some the birds were sufficiently well fledged 
fly off and alight the water after had released them. 

found the young Gulls walking through the rank 
vegetation, parting the way before with our feet stick. 
such places, when came upon bird, was always lying 
still and was easily picked up. Often the bird would lie quiet 
our hands, but often, again, had hold with one hand 
about the neck keep from biting striking with open bill. 
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banded number without holding them all, simply 
laying the bird down while put the band. Often one 
would lie still after were through until gave shove, 
when would scuttle off fairly rapid rate. (See Plate I.) 


Plate 


RANDING 


AFTER BANDING 


Dr. Townsend thought that the quiet birds were those that 
were lifted with especial care that they were kept the same 
position and the instinct was not superseded the 
instinct escape. was not aware myself, however, 
handling the birds differently. One would have thought that 
the sensation being grasped and lifted would break the 
spell the freezing instinct, however carefully the birds were 
handled; but the passage from the dominance this instinct 
complete possession the defense and escape instincts 
probably abrupt one with border-land between absolute 
passivity and great activity, and the access the new instincts 
(they appear come simultaneously) doubtless occurs under 
varying degrees provocation different individuals. 
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some, really rough treatment might necessary break 
down the freezing instinct, while with others the mere sensa- 
tion being captured might sufficient. 

While remained the neighborhood many the old 
birds were constantly flying about overhead screaming, but 
they never swooped down attack, Terns when their 
young are disturbed. This behavior is, course, character- 
istic the Herring Gull and, suppose, other 
perhaps due the less active habits the Gulls and the fact 
that they not habitually plunge for their food the 
Terns? And also perhaps the fact that their bills are less 
fitted for attack? 

banded sixty young Gulls this stopping only 
when our bands gave out—but, must confess, rather relieved 
when came the end them, for strenuous work. 
Another day, August 9th, having discovered another band, 
banded our sixty-first Man’s Land. the latter 
island, which was long the principal breeding place the 
Herring Gulls Matinicus, the spruces which cover its 
southern end are now all dead, doubtless killed the Gulls. 

August 11th, took power-boat Seal Island, about 
seven miles east Matinicus, where Leach’s Petrels breed 
considerable numbers. Here, level, turfy spot, their 
burrows are found every was very amusing run 
one’s bare arm into burrow the elbow beyond and 
feel last weak nipping one’s finger-tips, then take the 
bill between the fingers and gently draw out the little 
creature covered with the softest long down, 
which peaceably submitted the adjustment band 
about its leg. our haul was adult bird, which after 
receiving its band flew swiftly off irregular, wavering 
flight and disappeared. old birds were incubating, and 
case found egg the burrow from which had 
removed the Each young bird, after the banding, was 
placed the entrance its burrow with its head pointed in, 
disappeared promptly, having apparently not 
the slightest desire remain longer the glaring light day 
which had been prematurely introduced. 

Seal Island well worth visiting for other purposes than 
bird-banding, for has some the most beautiful 
found the Maine coast, smooth granite, quite vertical 
even overhanging, and fifty seventy-five feet high above the 
sea, and know how deep below the has also 
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Den,” through which one threads one’s way for about 
hundred feet from daylight the water’s edge daylight 
the other end. But all this another story from bird-banding 
and one that does not belong this Bulletin. does, how- 
ever, add the interest our avocation follow into wild 
and beautiful places. 


215 Grange Street, West Roxbury, Mass. 


HELPING THE BIOLOGIST 
CHARLES WHITTLE 


have reason feel gratified over the service 
they are rendering biological science assisting sustain one 
the fundamental postulates upon which the present view 
the origin geographical races subspecies rests. 

obvious that the various recognizable races many 
species could not have come into being were true that the 
nesting-places such races were determined merely chance. 
The present theory requires that the races shall return each 
the approximate area their respective breeding- 
grounds the previous season, otherwise they would inter- 
mingle and interbreed, with the result that variations color, 
size, would obliterated, the races disappearing and 
only the species surviving. While the theory requires that 
this so, has remained for the bander gather evidence 
which cannot gainsaid, not only support the theory 
general, but showing, case several species least, how 
powerfully instinct draws migratory birds, not only back 
the area constituting the nesting-range the species race, 
but the immediate vicinity their birth and often the 
identical spot. this latter habit which effeet brings 
about sort semi-isolation families groups birds, 
even within the territory occupied species race, which 
gives rise conditions favoring the survival peculiarities 
color, form, song locally arising. have already 
locally song the Purple Finch about Peterboro, 
H., and its persistence for several 
favoring the view held that time the persistence the 
same Purple Finches their this Peterboro 
area vear after are given this issue the Bulletin 
Mrs. Whittle, pp. 63-65. 


'The Auk, Vol. XL, pp. 233 and 234, 1923. 
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Banders are continually accumulating their records data 
various kinds, the value which, part, only time will 
reveal; but, the other hand, many discoveries will found 
immediately available for publication our Bulletin the 
records made each station carefully tabulated and 
studied. Banders doing this will surprised discover the 
amount information interest and scientific value that 
often hidden their notes and banding records. this line 
work lies the lasting enjoyment operating banding 
station. Moreover, the more thought and time that are 
devoted banding work, the greater will the scientific 
output: the more one puts in, the more one can take out. 
banders should take the view that they not possess sufficient 
training methods make contributions along 
many lines, nor should they banding day after day 
without making careful study their records occasionally 
order find out their meaning. 

Mass 


DAYS MASSACHUSETTS TERN COLONY 
CHARLES FLOYD 


the flourishing colonies Terns the Massachusetts 
coast, probably the third largest, Island”’ 
close the mainland Chatham harbor. The island has 
area ten acres, about one half being salt marsh which 
covered sea high tide, and the remainder sand with 
slightly undulating surface, sparsely covered with strong 
growth salt grass and other plants. This vegetation 
great protective value the Terns, for the growing young find 
partial shelter under from the sun and rain, both which 
often destroy them great numbers. 

1925, from July 4th the 10th, spent large part 
each day the island. Previous this had visited the 
island about June 20, 1925, which time the young Terns, 
recently hatched, were found dead hundreds, practically all 
perishing the downy stage. Investigation revealed that the 
cause their death was the excessively hot weather early 
June, time when the salt grass was not sufficiently high 
offer them protection from the direct rays the sun. Cases 
are record the hot sun destroying young chickens when 
imperfectly fledged while exposed similar conditions, and 
this appears have been the case with the Terns. 


Game Warden Patterson, who assisted banding 
work, counted 3,300 eggs about the middle June, and found 
many more that abandoned the attempt make 
exact count. These eggs were laid after the decimation the 
first broods. 

The Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) the more abundant 
the two species and the Roseate Tern (Sterna 
dougalli) about one hundred one. far was able 
observe, the two species nest perfect harmony, and the 
fledglings, after they are able run about, mingle freely, 
though the majority the nests the Roseates are placed 
well apart from those the other species. 

The young the two species are readily distinguished, the 
Roseates having black bills and tarsi, while the Common 
Terns have salmon-colored yellow tarsi and red grading 
black bills. the matter plumage, even this stage the 
two species are also distinguishable. 

regards habits, the two species are quite contrast. 
When alarmed, the fledgling Roseates burrow deep the sand 
under thick tufts grass other plants, and remain quiet, 
whereas the young the Common Tern run ahead one 
approaches, fluttering their small wings and squawking until 
overtaken, when they flutter about lie motionless, flat 
the sand. 

The nests are placed the ground, some being nothing 
more than depression the sand, while others are well 
formed and lined with grass. the two species are 
much alike size, shape, and markings. 

Warden Patterson reports the average date arrival 
both species May 8th, the first eggs being laid May 12th, 
and the first young appearing June 5th. 


Often the adult Terns came the surface after plunge, 
carrying small fish the head. The birds rose the air 
and dropped their prey, only seize again the tail 
mid-air order that the young might swallow with ease. 
one instance, witnessed old bird fly feed its young, 
but before the fish which carried was deposited the open 
mouth, the bird became frightened and dropped the fish the 
sand. The parent Tern seized again, now covered with 
sand, and flew the ocean where alighted and dipped the 
fish into the water, thus removing the sand, after which 
returned and fed its young. Such behaviour this not far 
removed from the domain human mental processes. 

Two hundred and fifty adult Terns were found lying the 
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ground, their heads neatly severed though cut with knife, 
and both head and body untouched. There were marks 
animals birds prey them, nor had any attempt been 
made eat any portion the bodies. have been unable 
determine what agency could have killed these wonderful 
little groups, day after day, over period two 
weeks, and leave trace behind. 

The result our labors was the banding 2,500 Common 
Terns, 217 Roseates, and nine Piping Plovers. 


Auburndale, September 10, 1925. 


TREE TRAPS 
RICHARD HARDING 


interest has been shown regarding various forms 
tree traps suitable for birds such Downies, Hairies, Chicka- 
dees, that editor has asked for descriptive matter 
vovering trapping devices for these birds. 

The accompanying sketches (Plate show sections 
perspective views, without detail, four different traps. 
the reader has aptitude for tools, these traps can made 
home; otherwise that they purchased 
from Mr. Higgins, Rock, Mass., who familiar with 
and has made all these traps. 

No. the Lyons automatic tree trap. wire guard, 
some six inches wide, which fastened the trunk the 
tree angle the birds climbing the tree are diverted 
the guard towards its highest point, where the entrance 
the trap begins the trap chamber proper. The 
captured birds climb the top this chamber, where they 
soon they come contact with this mirror, having 
purchase, they fall down into the sub-chamber and are 
finally removed gathering (F). For its use this trap 
depends upon the operator finding some tree group trees 
that are frequented such birds the Black and White 
Warbler and Brown Creeper. such tree found this 
trap has been very successful. 

No. vertical pull trap which has been most 
the hands the writer over period three 
consists covered with fine-mesh wire, 
mounted vertical board which fastened the tree. 
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pull stick (A) holds the trap open. The trap baited near the 
top with suet 

No. pull-trap consisting wire-mesh cage, ap- 
proximately 18” placed directly against the bark 
tree, the top being fitted follow the curve the tree. 
the top taking-door covered piece wire mesh 
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with weight it. The trap baited lashing 
piece suet small block wood which hung 
means two door (C) the bottom, 
which also fitted follow the curve the tree, operated 
means pull-string shown the sketch. 

Trap No. modified form that described 
Mrs. Arthur Emmons, 2nd, Bulletin No. pp. arid 
33, 1925, and was devised Shaw. Mr. Whittle 
particularly favor this trap account its simplicity 
operation, low cost construction, and extreme safety; 
but this trap is, course, non-automatic, and must placed 
within sight the house, whereas trap No. entirely auto- 
and placed anywhere about the station, and 
favored the writer after experimenting with great many 
automatic tree traps. 

No. 4A, 4B, and trap which has 
proved most efficient. No. shows the trap mounted against 
the tree perspective. are top and bottom doors 
which operate conjunction means connecting-rod, 
shown 4A. No. shows the suet-holder (A), which 
slides and down two wires and four eye-rings 
The suet-holder (A) connected lever operating 
weight the suet-holder (A) and whatever suet may 
inside it. The lever (F) turn operates rod (H) which 
slides between two rings (J, which are fastened the front 
the trap. The bottom end the rod bent shown 
engage the top edge the bottom door. small joint (J) 
inserted between the lever (F) and rod order that 
the rod may not bind the rings No. cross- 
section the trip mechanism. The fulerum does not show 
but may extended across the interior the trap from one 
side the other, engaging the lever means the 
weight may made extremely sensitive and birds 
may enter either the top bottom. soon they place 
any weight whatsoever the suet-holder the mechanism 
operates both doors once, retaining the bird within the 
trap. suitable taking-door placed either the top door 
one side, near the top. 

the next issue hoped give full the 
Warbler trap with which Prof. Frederick Saunders has had 
excellent results during the past season. 


Brookline, Mass., September 24, 
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NOTES FROM PETERBORO, H., 
BANDING STATION 


HELEN GRANGER WHITTLE 


For three summer seasons, 1923, 1924, and 1925, have 
maintained feeding and banding station for birds near 
house Peterboro, The house situated farm, 
with the usual fields and pastures, and rather abundant 
woodland tending strongly conifers. These conditions are 
favorable the Purple Finch, which numerous species 
the vicinity during the breeding-season. With its usual 
readiness, flocks the station, and greatly outnumbers the 
individuals all other species combined. 

From about April Ist November 15th, each year, several 
traps are readiness, that times sufficient leisure 
(chiefly over week-ends and with the cooperation 
husband) the birds may taken with some thoroughness. 
the south side the house open situation (preferred 
some birds) pull-string trap about 30” 30” maintained. 
Near the additional attraction 16” circular bath. 
the north side the house, space closely sheltered 
buildings, trees, and shrubbery, are placed 
string trap the ground, tree trap, and Chardonneret 
elevated feeding-places are provided—a 16” circular-rimmed 
table, single central leg, and hanging Packard feeder 
one quart capacity, which suspended the center 
8-foot stretch horizontal wire. These auxiliaries are prac- 
tically cat-, rat-, and squirrel-proof, and are value main- 
taining food supply case one absent from the house for 
day two. All these feeding-devices are within twenty feet 
the windows the house, that observation easy all 
times. The bait used chiefly sunflower and canary seed, 
crumbs, and suet. Raisins are used during the Robin 
and Catbird seasons. 

This season traps were placed position April Ist. 
Banded Purple Finches were already present the vicinity, 
and April 3d, three were taken—two returns and one 
April 4th least eight banded birds were 
counted, including one Song Sparrow. Between April Ist 
and September 5th, 1925, 101 returning birds were taken 
follows: 
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SPECIES RETURNS RETURNS? Toran 

Purple Finch (Carpodacus p. purpureus) 65 B54 SO 
Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes g. graminenus) 
Chipping Sparrow passerina) 
Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 
Rose-breasted (Zamelodia ludoviciana) 
Robin (Planesticus migratorius) 
Total 101 


The Purple Finch returns? were per cent the returns 
this species series percentages this sort, for 
period from many stations, will eventualiy give the 
average probable mortality for various species. 

The birds returning 1925 the whole 
banded 1923 and 1924 are shown the following 
table: 


PERCENTAGES BANDED BIRDS RETURNING 1925 


SPECIES Total BanpDED NUMBER PERCENT 
1923 1924 RETURMING 


1924, fifteen Purple Finch returns were taken which have 
not been taken 1925. These added the returns 1925 
make total individuals taken returns this station. 
these, were birds-of-the-year when banded, 29.47 
per cent the whole number individuals returning. the 
28, least were taken during the nesting-season, making 
fair inference that the whole were nesting the immediate 
vicinity their own derivation—an interesting development, 
the the past, judging from the literature the 
subject, has been believe that the young most species are 


*In preparing this table, the records of the Chickadee (Penthestes a. atricapillus), 
White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis), and Downy Woodpecker (Dryobates p. 
medianus) are omitted for the reason that these birds are commonly non-migratory, or 
resident, at least in southern New Hampshire, and therefore my records of their visits to 
the station are regarded as probable repeats, regardless of the elapsed time between takings. 
The columns marked “Returns” and ‘Returns’? draw a distinction between birds which 
have returned to the station once and those which have returned A second time, the use of 
the word return being that defined in The Auk, Vol. XLI, p. 329 (footnote), 1924. IT have 
already explained the use of the exponent (2) in a previous note in the Bulletin for July, 
1925, p. 49, which see 
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the outskirts and spaces their breeding- 
ranges. The artificial abundance food provided station, 
and the comparatively greater daily range Purple Finches 
from the nest-site, might thought have bearing this 
large percentage nesting second-vear birds. 

the case Song Sparrows, whose daily range from the 
nest-site seems not exceed two hundred feet, the percentage 
returns 1925, shown the table, was only 7.95; 1924 
was the individuals which returned 1924 and 
1925 the surprisingly large number were birds-of-the-vear 
when banded. these, were taken during the breeding- 
season. One can why the number returning 
adult Song Sparrows should have been small. 

the ease Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, the returns 1925 
amounted per cent the number banded Their 
visits are chiefly confined period one two weeks 
preceding the nesting-season. visit 
single banded bird (more often male) during the nesting- 
season immediately following it, indicates that some 
least these birds are located not far from the station. 

Two White-breasted Nuthatches carolinensis), 
1924. They continued coming the station frequently 
November 15, 1924, when observation 
During the winter, they found their way Mrs. Dustan’s 
feeding station one-half-mile distant, often observed 
there, constantly together. April 17, 1925, they were again 
noted station, and thereafter repeated intervals 
the 24th June, when they appeared convoying brood 
young, least six number. The whole family fed 
station for period ten days two weeks, during which 
time five the young were banded. Between July 6th and 
10th, during absence from Peterboro, the young Nuthatches 
ceased visit station. Mrs. Dustan reports, however, 
that during that period, least three young birds, attended 
the male parent (readily identified without handling, 
his hand the left tarsus) appeared her station. They 
were observed intervals during July and August that 
station, but the young have never repeated station, 
far know, excepting for short period after being banded. 
The parent birds, the other hand, are still constant visitors, 
and rarely does one them come alone. These facts indicate 
case permanent mating this species. 


Peterboro, H., September 30, 1925 
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RETROSPECTIVE 


this number the Bulletin the first little volume 
dealing with several phases banding activities comes 
close. who have had charge the office end the 
work have endeavored make the Bulletin helpful banders 
publishing some the scientifie results their work and 
calling attention sundry matters mechanical and 
kind pertaining operating banding stations. 

year’s experience has revealed gratifying cooperation 
between the banders and the editors, although this 
has not been wide-spread had been expected. this 
connection the editors feel that misapprehension exists 
some banders’ minds what expected them, and also 
that feeling present that perhaps the results the work 
they are doing less importance than those secured other 
stations. this connection banders should remember that 
although they may not for the moment fully appreciate the 
complete meaning all their observations and records, these 
records pretty surely contain matters importance, justifying 
their study and analysis and sending the results the editor. 
this way contact will established that very desirable 
for the editorial end, and one perhaps that will profitable 
the bander. 

All operators should search their records for data having 
with the matter “Returns,” meaning this the retaking 
bird the station where was banded after absence, 
during which known have migrated its winter 
summer quarters. Records this sort mean much and 
banders are invited send them when they have been 
obtained such quantity help confirm and extend our 
knowledge regarding any species. Single returns species 
require abundant confirmatory data before can say they 
are not accidental. need, also, testimony this kind 
bearing the extent the habit returning the same 
nesting- -ground year after year among birds general; that 
is, does this habit extend all migratory birds? 
Already has been the privilege bird-banders 
country, particular during the last three four years, 
prove that the habit birds returning the place their 
birth, due the homing instinet, very wide-spread indeed, 
making more and more obable that the practice universal 
among migrating species. Within year our members have 
obtained information that individual Yellow Warblers, Red- 
starts, and Indigo Buntings, Rose-breasted 
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possess this habit. Among Song Sparrows, 
Catbirds, and Purple Finches there are numerous cases where 
birds have returned second time, fifteen Purple Finches 
having done one station, showing the case this 
species that doing not matter accident. 

The extent remating among birds another phase 
banding work which banders should give much attention, 
for results importance have already been secured along this 
line. instances among Chipping Sparrows and 
Catbirds has been shown that birds remain mated for 
least two successive seasons. How wide-spread this practice 
among birds remains determined. The homing instinct 
certainly tends bring mated birds one nesting-season 
the same locality another season with the result that remating 
becomes easily possible. 

The above two lines investigation, namely (1) how nearly 
universal the habit among birds; and (2) 
what extent birds remate, are especially commended 
our members. 


GENERAL NOTES 


Experiences Banding Hummingbirds.—During the past three 
years several have been banded Miss Brown and 
cottage Shelburne, County, New Hampshire. Miss 
Brown, nurse, who member home, has been especially interested 
and active this work. The first was August 1923, when 
Professor Emerton, who has cottage not far from mine, appeared one 
day, saying, ‘‘Want band had one entirely 


concealed his hand, except for the bill. The bird, female, was found 
buzzing like bee the window-pane his shed and was easily picked off. 
took the smallest-sized band, trimmed much possible, and put 
The bird being released shot off with its usual speed. 

thought the time and still think that the band was too large, even 
when trimmed, but was told from Washington that there wasn’t enough 
demand for smaller bands make pay. The toes the bird are very 
tender and scft. repeat return necessary solve the question. 

After that constructed small trap about foot and half each way 
simple frame sticks covered with gauze, the front table, 
just the height the piazza railing which has been custom for 
few years keep one more tumblers sweetened water, was set against 
the railing, and this was the trap. The glass, which was put directly 
front the trap, was moved farther and farther the birds got used 
it. Then the lid which was held hand, was closed, and the bird was 
caught. was readily taken out inserting the hand through slit 
the screened top. 

this way two females were caught and banded. 


They are 84712 
August 29th, and 84718, August 31st, 1923. 


; 
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1924 two more were banded, one, male, 
brought July Robert Clark, nephew Professor Emerton. 
The bird was caught the window-pane the shed placing milk- 
bottle over The other, female, was caught July 10, 1924, 
the same place Professor and brought me. 

Since 1915 have feeding with sweetened water, 
and early May when flowers were seen, they have been seen 
drinking from the tumblers. The latest one was August 
Rarely has the male Hummingbird been seen drinking. 

Near the end July, 1925, illness, the sugared water had 
not been replenished for few days, and had been getting very low. 
Brown found visiting the spot replenish the glass that female Hum 
was the bottem the tumbler, thoroughly saturated with the 
sticky and unable was motionless, the bill and head 
upright against the glass. The was taken out and laid the railing. 
fly, and soon rolled off the nasturtium bed below. was 
then taken and several times warm water, till freed all the 
When laid the open band, and apparently perfectly still, one 
could feel the the wings throughout. The bird was laid 
the table the saa, covered with wire strainer, and dried, and then 
was and had lain while the open palm, 
suddenly flew vigorously away and alighted ona pereh the near-by elm. 
This bird was not banded. thought had undergone enough 
appearance was one the two females that had been 
feeding all summer. 

our two female one has hovered over the glass, 
and the other has alighted the edge the tumbler. Many friends have 
never Hummingbird alight, and this has been added pleasure. 


Banding banded first Hummingbird 
lochus colubris) August was hand inside the 
have trap suitable for taking this species, and nothing was 
further from thought than being able take several 
others were captured inside the house and banded, seven all during 
1924, the one August 28th. They were attracted 
bottles hung outside the window, filled with strong solation sugar and 
water, covered with cloth All seven were birds with 
one rule they remained very quiet hand while being 
| ine d, | dt one sqtue ake dl like mouse No bands were use 1, but they 
were reduced size clipping, even cutting away portion the 
figures 


This vear (1925) early July adult female came inside the window, 


but liberated as, for the suitable band was 
ready On July 29th, August 4th, 14th, and 15th four ethers were banded, 

It has been suggested that it would be quite easy to construct a sult ible 
pull-string trap for taking these using flowers present artificial 
means attracting them, making light frame bamboo and lining 
with cotton The experiment worth trying, al- 
Northeast Harbor, Mame 


Concentrated Banding Station.—The cover illustration 
banding station Cohasset, Mass., (Plate below with 
letters and figures added, order make possible compre- 
hensible this station with its concentration traps and 
within very short our house and 
very limited area. 

Such station likely results along certain lines quite different 
from station using automatie traps placed farther away and sight 
the operator. difference due part the opportunities afforded 
the first instance having the birds under frequent observation close 

The equipment the station concentrated area feet 
feet, with one edge just below the lower windows shown G-3 
planted flowers, and G-2 bed didyma) for 
Hummers. two posts the foreground are each feet high, and have 
diameter about inches, (they would more serviceable inches 
diameter), firmly sunk the ground. small wire stretched fairly 
tight from one the other, indicated, and the middle hanging 
feeder placed, which four birds are content feed the same time. 
Larger ones might prove better. The feeder suspended two 


Plate 
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and holds about one quart cat- and squirrel- 
proof. Irregularities the bark and shallow holes, bored with one-inch 
bit, are kept filled with suet, which Chickadees, Downies, Brown 
Creepers, Nuthatches, and feed. These pillars, posts, afford 
artificial, but suitable, location for the tree traps shown Mr. 
plate this number. They are prime importance the absence 
trees, furnishing natural places kind much frequented winter 
birds search food. They also afford excellent opportunity for getting 
certain species position photographed with the minimum 
string trap with string running along the ground through screw-eye 
the sill and then and through the sash the left-hand 
one-foot 5-foot window-shelf with one end under syringa bush and 
the other end roofed over, and has 8-inch 8-inch 10-inch wire trap 
(C-1) having 3/16-inch coiled spring closing 5-inch 5-inch door held 
open string running through the middle sash. D-1 12-inch 

2-inch feeding-tray with raised edges 4-foot upright. 30- 
inch 30-inch 10-inch weather-proof feeding- place, termed the 
containing New England pull-string and having zine (A- 
prevent squirrels from ascending. perches (not shown picture) 
are placed conveniently about for visiting birds they come the 
and they are much appreciated. 

Banding and note-taking are all done table inside the house, facing 
the left-hand window. Active banding, however, not done every day, 
but elaborate note-taking (with the birds usually sight the time) 
practised each day. All the traps are non-automatic and more than four 
birds are seldom trapped once single trap. This policy inter- 
mittent trapping believed, this type station, yield more natural 
observational results (the birds being little disturbed) than would the 
case with daily trapping, and probable that quite many are banded. 
When the order the day, seeds are removed from the hanging 
feeder, the tray, and the pagoda, but are retained the little shelf trap 
and the New England pull-string the ground, which are 


trap shown the cover the April Bulletin 1925. 


Phoebe Returns.—On account the fact, perhaps, that small 
number Phoebes phoebe) are trapped and banded, few any 
this species have been recorded. This being so, the following 
note should interest: 

beam the cellar barn Topsfield, Mass. Two broods young 
were raised, which banded one each. This year May 10th again 
took the same bird the same nest. The trap was operated string 
which pulled the wire door shut, and some way when the bird was away 
from the nest the string was pulled workman the place mistake, 
and not knowing what had done, the trap door was left closed with her 
eggs inside. This condition remained for one week, when arrived the 
scene, and raised the trap door, whereupon the Phoebe returned, and the 
following day the eggs were gone. The following week when returned 
again new set eggs the nest, but was unable band any 
the young, owing absence from Topsfield, 
Mass., September 1925. 
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Information Requested.—In ‘‘Items Interest’’ for September, 
1925, Edward Forbush, State Ornithologist Massachusetts, calls 
attention the need much more information than present available 
regarding the molting birds and the colors the iris, bill, and feet 
tarsi) taken from living birds. recommends that this line 

The matter accurate one admitted difficulty 
owing (1) the fact that the same color possesses several names, and (2) 
the personal equation. avoid these difficulties, those taking this 
work should have available for consultation book 
Standards and Color The colors shown the plates 
contained this work are quite generally accepted standard scien- 
tists, and with plates hand color names are accurately and 
obtainable. The volume can purchased may found 
many libraries. Libraries not possessing copy are likely acquire one 
upon receiving written request so. 


Bird Aggregates.—In the Condor, Vol. XV, pp. 129-131, 1923, 
Allee, paper entitled ‘‘Animal Aggregations: request for 
calls attention the gregarious habits animals and the 
current views the origin and purpose such particular, 
requests information what the ornithologist has offer result 
bird-study. 

Regarding this subject, there known and much learn. Every 
one our members has splendid oppertunity share answering the 
question: Are the little groups fall and wintering birds have New 
England single families aggregations families the previous nesting- 
season, are they merely accidental groups made birds from several 
families Attention has already been called this matter Bulletin 
No. 9—at least one phase the matter. make beginning 
such investigation, banders are recommended band entire families 
young together with their parents 
Chickadees afford excellent material since this species both nests and 
winters our territory. This should not difficult. 

hoped that within short time colored bands will become available 
for limited number our banders, which case their use will enable one 


under proper safeguards often identify such groups members thereof 
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The Boston Bird-Book Company 


New, Old, Rare, and Important Books About Birds 
Pamphlets and Magazines 
162 Boylston Street Boston, Mass. 


have the largest stock Bird Books New England 
MAIL ORDERS ONLY 


Handbook Birds Eastern North The Birds Eastern North America. 
few used copies very reason- AMERICA. 


able price. Separate vols. and complete sets. 


Bird Plates). BULLETIN AND THE 
All banders should have copies. AUK 
Guide the Birds BULLETIN 


Many odd years and separate numbers all the Bird Magazines 
Local lists Birds, etc., 


Bird-Lovers and 


Banders Everywhere printed all had 


better printed well. Send 


the request the Northeastern yOur next piece print- 
Bird-Banding Association are pre- ill led ith 
pared supply mixture bird seeds ing. handled wit 


for feeding purposes. The combination 
was selected prominent ornitholo- personal interest and care 


gist. You can secure pound lots, that will certainly increase 


more, parcel post. The mixture con- 


tains chick feed, sunflower, millet, hemp its value you without 


any these kinds separately. Write to- necessarily its 
cost. 


day. 
Price, postpaid 


Goss Company 
FISKE SEED CO. 


THE SEED STORE Printers 
and Faneuil Hall Square 
Boston (9), Mass. High Street Boston 


The “Cohasset” Bird Boxes 


Out-of-Doors 


Tested and approved Officers the New England 
N. B. B.A. and by the Birds Themselves ILLUSTRATED LECTURES ON 


BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 
White Pine, Stained Painted 
Pull-String Door, Metal Squirrel Guard Dr. John May, Cohasset, Mass. 


A small girl said “There were three whole 


Chickadee—Wren size $0.75 schools there and you could have heard a pin 

Bluebird—Swallow size 1.00 drop.” 

Screech Ow!—F licker size 1.50 The secretary of a Bird Club wrote “ The 

Automatic Food Hopper 1.25 lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
Deliveredin New England rive to both adults and children.” 


The Park Museum of Providence has 


May Brothers Cohasset Mass crowded its lecture hall on three different 


occasions. 


John B. May, Jr. Edward W. May ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR ON REQUEST. 


Prismatic Bird Glasses 


Large field view. These binoculars are among the finest made. 
Convenient porro-prism type with central focus and pupillary ad- 
justment. Perfect chromatic correction. Weight twenty-four 
ounces. 

Complete with leather case and carrying strap. 

Made Schutz, Hensoldt, Rodenstock, and other well-known 
manufacturers. 

Value $45.00 Our price $19.50 


Recommended Massachusetts Audubon Society 


HENDERSON BROTHERS 
Miller Building, Federal Street, Boston, Mass. 


0, tated 


The Line Traps 


Made 3-mesh wire Automatic 
Runway (A) second compartment, adjustable 


No. Self Adjusting Sparrow Trap. Will take any- 
thing from Chippy Quail. Adjustable Aand 
Note absence dangerous corners. 


Order by CAS TT with ord 


No 2 automatic attachment 
No. OAS Protecter” rodent proof nesting box* 1 10 
Gathering cage, useful also gravity-door shelf-trap* 
4.20 


doors fit Will take 


*Delivered Nos. 6B, ordered with other traps ex- 


*Postage extra pounds. 
express; purchaser pays charges. 


With glass side for ohservation P0C extra. 
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